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09.07.2021  
 

Dear Parents,  
 
RE: Head’s letter – July TPS is Online! 
 
I hope that everyone is managing to stay well, abreast the numerous demands tugging 
at you. The challenges of work, facilitating children’s online learning, keeping your 
household running and safe, as well as finding some down time, cannot be over-
emphasised.  The varied instructions from the highest authorities regarding the 
possibility of schools opening have added to our stress, as the water ebbed and 
flowed beneath our vessel, we struggled to keep a steady course. None of this is 
insignificant during this third wave of the pandemic; many of us are emotionally 
strained too, as the experiences brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic cause 
heartache, anxiety, and loneliness. I want to acknowledge all these challenges, but 
also, let me say how effectively and collectively we are at overcoming them. I applaud 
all of you for this, the pupils, the staff, and yourselves. We are all doing our part in 
being the best teaching and learning community that we can be. Congratulations 
everyone! Let us keep going. 
 
Mixed Messages: You are no doubt aware of the recent announcement made by Dr 
Jabbin Mulwanda, The Permanent Secretary-Administration, Ministry of General 
Education. I have attached a copy for your information. This came out on Tuesday 
evening, 6th July. It is following this, that TPS will be Online until the end of Term (30th 
July) It has been a roller-coaster ride for all of us, as different information has been 
circulated, since schools were given the go ahead to open on Friday 2nd July. Our 
application to open and Health Certificate sits in Lusaka. This was signed at local and 
provincial level, but it seems that this window of opportunity has now closed. We will 
keep following the news and seeking out opportunities to open, though these look 
unlikely. 
 
Workbook Pick Up: Today, staff are preparing workbooks, reading books and 
textbooks for you to pick up on Monday 12th (for the next 2 weeks) The times for this 
will be communicated to you via the class teachers. We also need to plan for our 
assessment week as we need to do our T2 assessments. I will let you know how this 
will be done once we have a safe plan in place. It is important that we do these 
assessments as it gives validity to everything that we are doing at home and online. 
For those pupils who are outside the country, teachers will give a teacher assessment 
based on the learning completed this term. The actual assessment papers can be 
written when we return to actual school. 
 
Calendar: At this stage we will return to school on the 24th of August and gain a few 
holiday days in December. Meaning that Term 3 will end on the 2nd of December. It is 
important for our exam classes (and those at Trident College) to have this face-to-face 
time before the public exams. 
 
Re-boot of TPS PTA: I will be sending out an invite to the PTA re-boot meeting in due 
course. I had hoped that this would be more of a celebratory event, with pupils playing 
music under a more social circumstance. However, we will do our best via Teams or 
Zoom. 
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An Introduction from our SEN Teacher: I am so excited to be joining the school in 
the next couple weeks as the new SEN teacher. I grew up in Vail, Colorado, a 

mountain town known for its skiing. I did both my BSc and MSc at Tulane 
University in New Orleans. After college, I joined the Peace Corps and 
was lucky enough to be assigned to work in Zambia. I spent 2 years in a 
village near the southern end of Kafue NP in Kalomo District, primarily 
working on education-based projects. I fell in love with Zambia and stayed 
for another 13 years working on various rural development projects, with 
communities to start community schools; focusing on literacy 
development. My son Dylan and I returned to Vail in 2016 and I found a 
real passion working in special education, first as an assistant and then as 
a certified SEN teacher. I love working with each student individually and 
getting to know each of their individual learning styles in order to make 
each student feel successful both in and out of school. I also enjoy 
working closely with the families of each of my students.  
Dylan and I are really excited to be moving back to Zambia and getting to 
know all of you at TPS.  

Amanda Bruce-Miller SEN TPS 
 

Amanda and Dylan arrive in Zambia on Sunday and then she will spend a few days in 
Lusaka sorting out her immigration permit. We hope to welcome her and Dylan to our 
online school, very soon. I will let you know the schedule for meeting Amanda once 
she has been inducted into the TPS/KGE Family. 
 
Congratulations to the Goatley family: Herewith some wonderful news! Mrs Goatley 
has given birth to a baby girl, Josslyn Goatley. Congratulations! 
 
Families Relocating: Unfortunately, we are losing a couple of pupils at the end of 
July. With school being online, is sad that the children will not be able to properly say 
goodbye to their friends.  It is so important that children have a proper goodbye as it 
gives them a chance to close this chapter of their lives. Equally, this is valuable for 
those children staying here who are losing their friends. I would publicly thank those 
that are leaving for their contribution to TPs, particularly the Tracey family, for their 
support and hard work in all home/school events. You will all be sorely missed. We do 
have some admissions as well; these will be done online as usual we are a very 
transient community. 
 
We are in the most unprecedented times; you are essential to the success of this next 
three weeks; I know that together we can do this! Please do not hesitate to get in 
touch if you have any questions or comments. We are all available on MS Teams, via 
email and Class Dojo.  
 
Thank- you for your support. 
Stay safe. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Miss Lightfoot 
Headteacher Trident Prep Solwezi 
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www.Trident-Prep-School.com  
Instagram: trident prep school #soproudtps 
Facebook -Trident Prep Solwezi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.trident-prep-school.com/

